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The recent announcement that some young undocumented immigrants are eligible to apply for “Deferred Action”  
has raised many questions among local immigrants. A group of non-profit immigration service providers and advocacy 

organizations in the Philadelphia region have formed the Philadelphia Deferred Action Network (P-DAN) to provide 
information and legal assistance. This fact sheet was developed by the P-DAN network to provide some answers about the 

new federal program, known as Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals or DACA.
 

Q. Who is eligible and what are the requirements for 
Deferred Action? 
 
A. To be eligible, you must prove that you:  

 Are at least 15 years old and under 31 years old as of  
June 15, 2012. If you are under 15, you may still apply if 
you are in removal proceedings, or have a prior order of 
removal or voluntary departure. 

 Came to the US before the age of 16  

 Have continuously resided in the United States for at  
 least 5 years prior to June 15, 2012  

 Are currently in school, have graduated from high 
school, have obtained a General Education 
Development certificate (GED), are enrolled in a GED 
course, or are a member of, or honorably discharged 
from, the military or Coast Guard 

 Have not been convicted of a felony, a significant 
misdemeanor, three or more minor misdemeanors, or 
otherwise pose a threat to national security or public 
safety  

o Significant misdemeanors include but are 
not limited to: DUIs and drug possession.  

 
A decision to grant Deferred Action will be made on a case-by-
case basis and not every young immigrant will qualify. 
 
Q. How can people apply for Deferred Action/DACA? 
 
A. To apply for Deferred Action, you must file 3 forms with the 
US Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS): 
 

 Form I-821D, Consideration of Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals;  

 Form I-765, Application for Employment 
Authorization; and 

 Form I-765WS, Form I-765 Worksheet. 
 

Blank forms and instructions are available for free at 
www.uscis.gov/forms or by calling 1-800-870-3676. 
 
 
 

 
Q. How much will it cost? 
 
A. The total cost for DACA application is $465 in fees to US 
Citizenship and Immigration Service. Applicants can obtain 
legal representation at a non-profit legal service agency or 
from a private attorney. Fees vary depending upon agency and 
attorney.  If you are unable to pay the legal fees you should 
consult with the agencies listed on this flyer to inquire about 
free or low-cost legal assistance. 
 
Q. What will happen if a person’s application is approved?  
 
A.  Young people who are deemed eligible for Deferred Action 
will be protected from deportation. They will also have the right 
to apply for a 2-year renewable work permit that will allow them 
to work legally in the United States.  
 
It is very important to understand that Deferred Action does 
NOT grant the right to apply for permanent residence (“green 
card”) status or US citizenship.  
 
Q. What documents do you need to prepare your 
application? 
 
A. There are many different documents that you can gather to 
support your application. These may include: 

 Proof that you were in the United States on June 15, 
2012. For example: receipts from that day, photos, or 
any other proof of your presence  

 Proof that you have continuously resided in the US for 
the last 5 years: Bills, medical bills, receipts, school 
records, utility bills, financial records – any document 
which contains your name, address and date may be 
used.  

 Proof of your high school/ GED/college attendance and 
completion. Documents to consider: Report cards, 
diplomas, GED certificates and transcripts  

 Documents showing your age, such as a birth certificate 
or passport  
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Q. What about people who are already in the midst of the 
deportation (removal) process? 
 
A. Young immigrants who are already involved in the 
immigration court system and believe that they may be eligible 
for Deferred Action are advised to obtain legal representation. 
If they are unable to obtain representation, they can ask the 
Department of Homeland Security to review their cases 
immediately.  
 
If you face immediate removal from the United States and can 
demonstrate that you meet the eligibility criteria you should 
contact: 
 

 ICE Law Enforcement Support Center’s hotline 24/7 at 
1-855-488-6903 

 ICE office of the Public Advocate through the Office 
hotline. 9-5, Monday-Friday at 1-888-351-4024 or by 
email EROPublicAdvocate@ice.dhs.gov  

 
Q. Do you have to have a lawyer?  
 
A.  Some people may choose to hire a lawyer, but it is not 
required.  Area non-profit legal immigration groups can assist 
for no fee or a nominal fee, and Philadelphia Deferred Action 
Network is recruiting pro bono attorneys. Most of all, it is 
important to be cautious about paying money or taking advice 
from immigration helpers, notaries, or even lawyers who claim 
to have immigration expertise.  
 
Immigrants should be careful not to pay money for services 
that sound “too good to be true.” No lawyer can make an 
application go faster. No lawyer should advise a client to lie or 
misrepresent the facts.  
 
Q. What about applicants’ family members (brothers, 
sisters, or parents)? 
 
A.  Family members will not automatically be eligible for 
Deferred Action.  Each person who meets the criteria (above) 
may file his or her own application. USCIS has stated that 
family members of DACA applicants are not a priority for 
deportation -- unless those family members are involved in 
criminal activities.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Q. What is the biggest danger right now? 
 
A.  Federal officials have said that the biggest danger is that 
immigrants will be scammed or tricked by people who pretend 
to file applications, or who file applications with false or 
misleading information.  Any fraudulent application will make 
the immigrant subject to deportation and additional penalties. 
 
Q. What will happen to the DACA program under future 
presidents? 
 
A. It is not clear whether the DACA program will be continued 
in the future. Any President or Secretary of Homeland Security 
has the authority to end this program at any time. Each 
applicant must make his or her own decision about whether it 
is best to apply.  
 
Q. What about people who are not eligible for DACA? 
 
A. Individuals who do not meet DACA criteria may still benefit 
from obtaining a legal consultation with one of the 
organizations listed below. The consultation will allow a lawyer 
to review their individual case and explain their options under 
current immigration law.  
 
Many organizations are continuing to advocate for 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform, the DREAM Act, and 
other permanent changes to immigration law that would grant 
a pathway to citizenship. For more information, visit 
www.paimmigrant.org.  
 
For more information, contact the P-DAN Legal Coordinator, 
Michele Contreras, at the Pennsylvania Immigration & 
Citizenship Coalition at 215-832-3482, or email at 
michelecontreras@paimmigrant.org. 
 
For Legal Assistance, contact these non-governmental 
organizations which provide free or low-cost legal services: 
 

 Catholic Social Services - Immigration Services  
     215-854-7019 www.catholicsocialservicesphilly.org 

 Esperanza Immigration Legal Services  
 215-324-0746, ext. 298 www.esperanza.us  

 HIAS Pennsylvania  
             215-832-0900  www.hiaspa.org  

 Nationalities Service Center  
 215-893-8400 www.nscphila.org 
 


